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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
GCWER WILL PERFORM 
WITH UNIVERSITY BAND
A nationally known instrumentalist will "be guest artist and local 
high-school band directors, guest conductors with the University of Montana 
Band in its winter concert Saturday at 8:15 p.m. in the University Theater, 
Dean Charles W. Bolen of the School of Fine Arts announced.
Net proceeds from ticket sales will go to the Music School Foundation 
scholarship fund, the dean said. Tickets are available at local music 
stores, from band members and at the theater box office.
Guest artist with the band is Dr. William Gower, chairman of the 
Department of Music and conductor of the orchestra at the University of 
Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg.
The band, conducted by Dr. David Whitwell with Roger Letson as 
assistant conductor, will perform two "classics" of band repertoire,
The Suite of Old American Dances by Robert Russell Bennett and the Sym­
phony for Band by Vincent Persichetti. Bennett orchestrated "Oklahoma" 
and "South Pacific" and composed for television the Victory at Sea Suite. 
Persichetti, one of America’s foremost living composers, is a member 
of the Juilliard faculty.
The band will present the Northwest premiere of Three Comments on 
War, a new work, in manuscript, by the German-American composer Jan 
Meyerowitz.
Charles Johnson, director of the Hellgate High School Band, will 
conduct March with Trumpets, a new work by William Bergsma of the Uni-
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versity of Washington faculty. Gordon Wickham, director of the Sentinel 
High School Band, will conduct "650 East" "by Wayne Oldham and Jack Hales.
Dr. Gower will be soloist in Five Dances for Five Clarinets by 
Alfred Reed and in a medley from Gershwin’s "Porgy and Bess." Dr. Gower 
has been first oboist with the Denver and Tri-City Symphony Orchestras, solo 
oboist with the Chicago Little Symphony, and woodwind and percussion soloist 
with the Chicago Little Symphony, and woodwind and percussion soloist on 
national radio and television shows and on the concert stage. Last 
summer he was conductor for the eastern tour of the United States of 
America High School Eand.
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